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Evidence Synthesis

Most common types of violence:

• Children in education settings in South Asia experience and 
witness various forms of violence. 

• Corporal punishment is the most widely reported form of 
violence against children in education settings. 

• Sexual violence, abuse and harassment, are also prevalent in 
school settings across the region. 

• At the psychological and emotional level, bullying is seen to be 
on the rise as one of the common forms of violence.

• children, especially young adolescents, have become vulnerable 
to a relatively new phenomenon called ‘cyber bullying’. 

• The scale of conflict-related VAC in education settings is high or 
very high in some countries of the region. 



Evidence Synthesis

Gender aspect:

• Patterns of gender discrimination in broader society are 
reproduced and reinforced in learning environments, including 
in curricula and textbooks.

• Rigid notions of masculinity are linked to several forms of VAC in 
education settings, and such violence negates the common 
perception that boys can be perpetrators but not victims of 
violence. 

• In many cases, children and adolescents (both girls and boys) 
face physical, sexual and psychological violence when they are 
perceived as deviating from prescribed gender roles. 

• There is a common tendency to associate GBV primarily with 
what women experience at the hands of men. But “violence can 
be perpetrated within as well as across gender lines” (i.e., by 
both males and females on both males and females) 



Evidence Synthesis

Social markers:

• Hierarchical society - children in many school settings face 
discrimination based on gender, caste, ethnicity, religion or 
socio-economic status. 

• Evidence suggests that children from marginalized groups are 
often more vulnerable to school-based violence. 

• Cultural taboos surrounding sexuality and stigma attached to 
those who have experienced sexual abuse often prevent cases 
of sexual violence from coming to light. 

• Children are reluctant to report acts of school-related violence 
because they fear reprisal, punishment, and ridicule.



Evidence Synthesis

Conflict, war and natural disasters:

• Armed conflicts in the region have put children in certain 
education settings at greater risk for violence, including 
sexual violence, serious injury or even death.

• Children in conflict-affected areas have had to suffer chronic 
disruption to classes, destruction of school infrastructure, 
closure of schools, abduction and recruitment in armed 
groups, as well as fear, anxiety and trauma

• Children become more vulnerable to violence and abuse in 
the aftermath of natural disasters



Evidence Synthesis

Acceptance of Violence: 

• Certain forms of violence are widely accepted in the region as 
part of ‘normal’ life. 

• In education settings, violence is often tolerated as a means to 
enforce discipline or just another element of the rough and 
tumble of school life.

• Corporal punishment and other humiliating acts against 
children are a way for teachers and school staff, and even 
peers, to establish their authority and power. 

• Accepting attitudes towards violence, combined with the 
authoritarian structure of schools, allow VAC in education 
settings to often go unreported



VAC evidence base – relevance in 

South Asia 

The impact of violence:
• Violence experienced or witnessed can have serious and lifelong impact on

children’s mental health and psychosocial well-being. It may lead to a
wide range of emotional problems, including depression, loneliness,
social anxiety, diminished self-esteem and increased risk of suicide.

• Experience of violence leads to poor academic performance, school
absenteeism and dropout.

• Sexual and psychological violence instills fear and feelings of shame in
children and reduces their motivation for learning, thus lowering their
future life chances. [Child Development]

• Experiencing or witnessing violence can have lasting consequences - more
likely to hold gender inequitable views in adulthood and to accept
violence either as a victim or perpetrator in future relationships.
[Intergenerational]

• Loss of economic benefits in forms of reduced educational outcome,
earning potential, access to benefits and social protection and increased
health cost. [Economic)



VAC evidence base – relevance 
with key Education Challenges in 

South Asia



36 million children are out of school in South Asia



South Asia:  Children lost in the Education System

13.5 million children dropout before reaching
the last grade of Primary Education

For every 100 children who start Primary school in 2009
33 will leave before the last grade. The highest in the world.



Learning crisis

Only one in three children in South Asia reach grade 4 meet 
minimum learning standards



Addressing VAC in Education settings

Policy, Systems and Strategies:   

• Comprehensive and holistic violence prevention and protection policies 
can help address VAC in education settings. These policies need to be:

– With a strong focus on prevention. 

– As an integral part of national child protection systems strengthening. 

– Consistent across all diverse education settings including public and private 
schools, religious educational institutions, NFE centres and boarding schools;

– Gender sensitive and Gender Transformative – address the specific 
vulnerabilities of boys and girls as well as unequal power balance between 
men and women, boys and girls  and different social markers among children 
in education settings.

– include non-physical forms of violence including harassment, bullying or 
technology-based violence

• Cross-sectoral or cross-disciplinary and integrated approaches  e.g. the 
social welfare/child protection, education, justice, health, and social 
protection.  



Addressing VAC in Education settings

• Systems of measuring prevalence and impact of violence, 
strengthening accountability structures and responsive 
mechanisms are fundamental to address VAC in schools holistically.

• Scaling up of evidenced based interventions and multiple 
prevention strategies that influence the likelihood of violence in 
education settings

Evidence generation and use: 
• VAC in education setting-related areas that remain under-

researched, particularly: 
– Impact of protection interventions and psychosocial support programs 

on children’s educational attainment and learning, 
– VAC in private and religious schools, 
– Peer violence, bullying and cyber bullying, 
– Violence against children based on real or perceived sexual orientation 

and gender identity/expression in education settings ,
– Violence against children with disabilities and special learning needs. 



Addressing VAC in Education settings

Education Sector/Schools 

• Mainstreaming VAC in sector wide policy and planning 
discourse, monitoring and learning strategies is critical. (e.g
gender sensitive national school curricula, teachers’ code of conduct, capacity development programs and data 
collection and management system)

• Adequate training and support to teachers with 
accountability measure can help prevent violence and serve 
as a first port of call for children who have experienced 
violence.

• Adequate support to school management can potentially: 
– enforce codes of conduct for all staff and students 
– incorporate alternative forms of discipline in teaching methodology
– develop/reinforce tools to help teachers move away from 

physical/psychological violence; 
– work with stakeholders outside the school including parents, 

guardians, local child protection bodies to address VAC
– support child clubs/youth clubs in promoting gender equitable and 

non-violent attitudes and behaviour 



Strategic opportunities 

• Universal, interconnected and 
encourage synergies and 
partnership across sectors. 

• Five goals and eleven targets of 
SDGs address violence and 
abuse, trafficking, sexual and 
other types of exploitation. 

• SDG 4 promises overarching 
result: inclusive and equitable
quality education and promote 
lifelong learning opportunities 
for all. 

• SDG 4.a and 4.7, specifically 
commit safe, non-violent, 
inclusive learning environments 
for all

• South Asian Framework for 
Action on education 
2030/SDG4 - National 
action plans to implement 
and monitor the SDG4 
targets. 

• South Asia Initiative to End 
Violence against Children 
(SAIEVAC) - provides a 
framework to address VaC
in education setting, within 
the larger framework of 
SAARC. 

Agenda 2030 South Asia frameworks



Strategic opportunities 

• ESP (Sector Analysis, Planning, 
Monitoring and Evaluation)

• GPE (Sector-wide programs)

• Monitoring of National / legal  
provisions (RTE, F&CE act and 
UPE)

• Sector Reforms :  (e.g. 
targeted interventions, 
innovation in edu sector data 
collection/management, real-
time monitoring and Teachers 
Training (Pre/In-service).

• Global/regional/country 
level initiative including 
UNGEI, SAARC, SAIEVAC, 
Know Violence in 
Childhood, and Global 
Partnership to End 
Violence against Children. 

Sector wide approaches and 
reforms initiatives Partnership/Networks



Strategic opportunity

Around 192 million learners attend primary, more than
100 million attend lower secondary schools in South
Asia, making schools the ideal location to access young
people and policy makers have an opportunity to protect
them from violence, while also empowering them to be
agents of change.



Thank You!  


